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Dear all,

Another busy and wonderful term draws to a HH ‘ RRENRRENRET AN
close. Wassailing, egg-shackling, World Book : ‘

Day, swimming lessons, dark mornings and . v g ¢ ‘E : o Lt ./ 4l
flood chaos are all in the rear view mirror, 2 : :

while dancing around the Maypole, Sports ® O T o i b

Day, Pyjamarama, Year 6 SATS (shh), the | LPRCN T Lk .

summer show, sunny days, lunchtimes on the
field and rounders matches are all coming
over the horizon.

Staff and children have all worked really hard

this term - [ am sure that many of you

recognise that your children are ready for a

break. Somehow Somerset (along with Devon and Cornwall) seem to have gone on for an extra week
compared with the rest of the country, but hopefully this will mean we all remain fresh for an extra week
in the summer term. Hopefully some of you will be able to take advantage of this with slightly cheaper
holiday activities in the second week of the holidays!

[ hope the weather stays good for you all and you have a lovely couple of weeks. Before then, a round up
of some of the wonderful things that have been happening over the last couple of weeks...

Otter Class

As Miss Newstead is approaching her
return to West Monkton, she wanted
to share how wonderful her time has

been in Otter class.

“This term the children have written

their very own creative alien stories as

well as constructing non-chronological

reports all about wolves. They have
been kind, hardworking and so much
fun! I have loved my time at Stoke St




Gregory - it is a charming school at the heart of a wonderful community. Thank you all so much for the
warmth I have received upon my arrival. [ wish all of you the best for the future.”

Raven Class

Ravens have been digging deeper into the rainforest in
geography lessons. They have been looking into the
implications of deforestation both locally and globally, writing
reports and discussions around the issue and making posters
to highlight the need to save the rainforest.

Swimming

School swimming is done for another
year and staff have seen a wonderful
attitude towards swimming lessons from
our children, with plenty of them making
really good progress. Lots of children
have told me it’s their favourite lesson in

school - I'm not sure what that says
about everything else we try to teach
them! It is not easy going all the way to Street for half an hour in the middle of the day but the children
did really well. As ever, we will review things ahead of next year, and let you know if we think

improvements can be made around the logistics for this important part of the curriculum.
Shine Time

Another half term and another wonderful selection of Shine Time activities for children on Friday

afternoons. In Key Stage 2, Miss Sully’s group were ending the week p_ractlslng thelr oga poses while Mr
Flint’s group made a wonderful model village of Stoke St 7 ¥ '}/
Gregory that is now on display in the church! (Pop in and

see it over the holidays if you get a chance)

Meanwhile, Reverend Simon joined me and a group of
children in making videos to introduce ourselves to a
group of schoolchildren in the Democratic Republic of
Congo. ‘The Congo Initiative’ is something you will hear a
lot more about in the future - here's hoping this is the

beginning of a long and successful collaboration.


https://congoinitiative.org/

In Otter class, our younger children were busy making friendship bracelets with Miss Andrew and
learning sign language with Miss Newstead. How’s that for variety on a Friday afternoon?

Book Fair

Another very successful book fair last week, with lots of children and families engaging in the different
books (and hand pointers) on offer. As well as bringing a book shop onto our playground, the commission
the school receives enables us to buy books for the school, so we are very grateful to everyone who
bought a book from the fair.

s Book Amnesty

Following hot on the heels of buying books... do you have any
books at home that you are considering passing on? We have
recently been given a wonderful present of hundreds of brand-new
books by one of the other schools in out Trust, which will have a
huge impact on the way we are able to share quality texts in the

| classroom.

! To say thank you, we would like to be able to provide them with a
quantity of books in return as they build up their library. We are
- looking for books that are:

- Suitable for children between the ages of 5 and 14
- Ingood (but not necessarily good-as-new) condition
- Arange of genres, particularly non-fiction

If you think you can help us out, and helps with your spring
cleaning, then we will run a book amnesty in the first week back
after Easter - just drop them into the office.

Clubs

We continue to work hard to offer as wide a range of clubs as we possibly can and we really encourage
you to take up these opportunities if you can. The clubs we have planned to offer for the summer term are
as follows. Make sure to sign up for our new clubs Craft club and Tennis - on Arbor.

Monday: Choir with Mrs Webber (free)
Tuesday: School band for Key Stage 2 with Mrs Meikle
Craft club for Reception to Year 3 with Mandy (Mrs B! - £2.50 to cover materials)
Wednesday: Piano with Mr Selby (Somerset Music rates)
Friday: Tennis for Key Stage 2 (free)

On top of this, we will be expanding our lunch time clubs in the summer term, which do not need parental
sign-up. Rumour has it that Mr Flint’s skipping club will be returning...



Staffing

Thank you so much to Miss Newstead for all her hard work with p:’,:{,.“
i

Otter class this half term. The children have really enjoyed their
time with her. After Easter we look forward to the return of Mrs
Rogers full time after her stint at West Monkton. One more
change to alert you to: after the break Mrs Mullally is returning to
using her maiden name of Miss Bohun - please help the children

remember!

Have a lovely Easter, everyone.

David Rowland
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PLAYGROUND

WE ARE LOOKING FOR DONATIONS OF
CHOCOLATE BARS 956 AND OVER, WHICH
WILL BE USED FOR OUR MAYPOLE RAFFLE!
House with the heaviest bag of chocolate bars

wins a prize. Your donations will determine which
house wins!

Headteacher
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Friday 3rd - Sunday 19t April Easter Holidays

Monday 20th April Children return to school

Monday 20th - Friday 24th April Book Amnesty

Tuesday 21st April FOS Tempting Tuesday

Monday 11th - Friday 15t April Year 6 SATs week

Monday 18th May (evening) The Oak Partnership Combined Choirs Concert

Thursday 21st May (afternoon) Maypole

Friday 22nd May INSET day

Monday 25t - Friday 29th May Half term

Monday 1st June INSET day

Friday 12t June Pyjamarama Day

Friday 3rd July Sports Day

Wednesday 24th - Friday 26t June Ravens Activity Week

Thursday 16t July Summer Show

Wednesday 22nd July Leavers Service and last day of the year

Safeguarding Information:

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please direct to one of our safeguarding team members: Mr

Rowland, Mrs Anderson or Mrs Daniels.

If you are worried a child is at risk of harm or in danger, please contact Children’s Social Care on 0300
123 2224 or by email at: childrens@somerset.gov.uk



mailto:childrens@somerset.gov.uk
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CHOICE ADVICE

Somerset Choice Advice is a free and impartial service
which supports families with advice and practical support
through the school admission and appeals processes.
This service exists to ensure that parents can play an active and
informed role in securing a school place for their child

() Callus on 01823 356 903
™1 Fill in our online form
www.somerset.gov.uk/choice-advice

Contact us via emal
~  choiceadvice@somerset.gov.uk

or scan the QR code
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SWIMWITH
CONFIDENCE

Learn 4o swim with fasion Liﬁvs{'glo,

_ « Preschool, junior & adult

lessons available
v Kids swim for FREE* in
general swim sessions
« Track your child’s progress
Scan the QR

code to find
out more

wirn. t H g
% 2n9land ’ Py qulon

fusion-lifestyle.com/swimschool




HELP US
WIN £1,000

FOR OUR LIBRARY

Nominate us and you could win a £100 gift card!
nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize

NATIONAL

BOOK

tokens

sociation with

Read

for Good

#rebuildthelibrary

FAMILY FUNDAY
FIXTURE

IN ADVANCE

£20
ON THE GATE

TRY YOURLUCK FOR
FREE ON OUR
FAIRGROUND STALLS

TAUNTON
RACECOURSE

THURSDAY
9 APRIL

&

Somerset
Council

ChatHealth

Parent advice & support

School transitioning .

Emotional health

is your child
5-19 and are you

looking for confidential
help and support?

A safe and easy way to contact
your School Nursing Team

Just send a text

07480 635 5'I 5
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WATERSTONES

CHILDREN'S

BOOK A FAMILY-FRIENDLY
CELEBRATION OF STORIES

FESTIVAL AND ILLUSTRATION

INCLUDING EVENTS WITH MANY BESTSELLING AND BELOVED CHILDREN'S AUTHORS

ROB BIDDULPHA.F. STEADMAN
KATHERINE RUNDELL MIKEY PLEASE
ANDY DAY RACHEL BRIGHT
JOSEPH COEHLO EMMA CARROLL

AND MANY MORE, THE FESTIVAL PROMISES A VARIETY OF EVENTS AND
AN ARRAY OF OTHER ACTIVITIES INCLUDING COMIC BOOK CREATION
AND WRITING WORKSHOPS, COSTUME APPEARANCES, STORYTELLING
AND GRAFT ACTIVITIES TO SUIT ALL AGES.

EVENTS WILL TAKE PLACE AT TAUNTON BREWHOUSEAND OUR BEAUTIFUL BOOKSHOP.
FORTICKETS AND

‘THE SCAN THE CODE.
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